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Honoring and informing our consumers, volunteers, and supporters

A New Day Dawns for the Central

Ohio Chapter

New Office and New 5Stoff Leads to Rebirth of Chapter

Dwring the month of February, the Central
Ohio Chapter of the National Hemogphilia
Foundation got a huge makeowver. An office
was set up at B34 W, Third Avenue near
Grandview Heights and the first paid staff

members in the chapter's history were hired.

Rob Alexander, who will serve as Executive
Director, quickly set out to develop and
expand the chapter's programs and is
already busy planning two major events

to provide funding to the chapter.

While most of the core programs that have
lhm been run by ﬂtechlpter will remain,

With 50 many new things happening, it's
important for the chapter's supporters 1o
manitar the chapber's brand new website
as details about these new programs and
events begin to come forth, You can fee
the website at wowrw nhfcentralohioorg
While you're there, make sure to sign up

to start receiving this newsletter regularly
and sign up to become a volunbeer or join
one of our many committees. With so much
going on, we need all the help we can get!
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Advocates Make Inroads with Federal and

State Legislators

Washington Days and Statehouse Days See Huge Turnout

Ohicans turned out in droves to talk
to their state and federal legislators
about issues that affect people with
bleeding and clotiing disorders.
Over 300 people attended
Washington Days in late February,
with a large contingent representing
the State of Ohio. Then in late
March, around 70 people attended
Statehouse Days in Columbus.,

Although the two events have many
similarities, they had different
priorities. In our nation's capital, the
main focus was on raising lifetime
insurance caps to 510 million. Here
in Dhig, the focus shifted to
re-establishing the Bleeding
Disorders Advisory Council within
the Ohio Department of Health.

As many families affected by a
bleeding disorder already know,
lifetime insurance caps have the
potential to devistate a family. Fora
family with a $2 or 53 million lifetime
cap, reaching your lifetime cap in
three or four years wouldn't be
unheard of. That's when families are
forced to make some hard decisions.
Do you try to find ancther job so you
can switch insurance plans? Do you
get a divorce 50 one parent can go
on Medicaid or Medicare? Do you
try to make it without insurance for a
short time?

Although PriceWaterhouseCoopers,
studied this issue in the 19505, that
information is now out of date.
That's why MHF hired PAWC to
conduct a new study of lifetime
lirnits under employer-sponsored
medical plans, The study examines
the prevalence of lifetime limits, the
number of people affected by them,
and the costs of increasing or
removing lifetime limits from plans.

The findings were interesting. The
most common lifetime limits are 51
million or 52 million. More than 20%
of people covered by employver plans
are subject to lifetime limits of 51
million; ancther 323% are subject to
limits of 52 million or higher.

Increasing lifetime limits from 51
millian ta 55 million would increase

premiums, on average, by 0.6% to
8% (approximately 53 per month for
typical single plan, 58 per month for
farnily plan).

If lifetime limits were Increased to
510 million, PwC astimates that
Medicaid programs would save more
than 51 billian in 2010.

From these and other findings in the
report, it is now clear that the caps
can be effectively addressed in a way
that will provide the gevernment
with cost savings, while not
significantly affecting Insurance
premiums. NHF will use this data to
help persuade our elected officials
that now is the ime to raise lifetime
insurance caps. If you want to help
us in this effort, please contact the
office to find cut what you can do.
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