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LIFEBLOOD

CONSUMER SPOTLIGHT

Ezra Wallake Aims to Show Kids that Hemophilia
Shouldn't Sentence Them to a Life of Boredom

Those who have spent any time with Ezra \Wallake are often
surprised to find out that he has hemophilia because it certainly
hasn't stopped him from doing things that most people wouldn't
dare to do. 5o now this 24-year old Columbus native with moderate
Hemophilia & wants to encourage kids with hemophilia not to limit
themselves in life and he is kicking off this personal mission by
sharing his inspirational message.

Like many children with hemophilia, Ezra spent part of his
childhood under the watchful eye of a concerned and
sometimes overprotective parent. "l was constantly told
that | couldn't do most things,” says Ezra. "But that sparked
a desire to live not just a normal life, but a life on the edge."

Interestingly, Ezra likens living with hemophilia to a game of
risk management. And in his life, he's certainly been willing
to take some risks in order to gain experiences that he feels
have allowed him to live a rich and full life.

"Children with hemophilia need to understand that they can . — o .
live an exciting life," says Ezra. "On the weekends, | rock ' | '
climb, rappel, kayak, backpack, and skydive ... anything that
will get my adrenaline running."

He's gone scuba diving in Thailand, went spear fishing in the Amazon,
tubed the caves of Belize, cared for people living with AIDS in Africa,
and run combat missions in Irag and Afghanistan. In total, he's been
to 16 different countries. And if you ask him why he did all that, he'll
simply tell you that he loves to travel.

Ezra is well-aware of the risks he's taking when he chooses to do the
things he does, which is why he's careful to point out that any decision
made by someone with hemophilia must be tempered with wisdom. In
other words, there's always an element of risk vs. reward, This was
played out in his life as he approached the summit of Mt. Ranier earlier
this Spring.


































