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NATIONAl HEMOPHILIA 
FOUNDATION, ClHTRAl 
OHIO CHAPTER 

U4 W. 3rd Ave., Suite A 
Columbus 43212 
PhOlle:614-429-2120 
Fax:614-429-2150 
Website: nhfcentralohio.org 

Revenue FY2009: $191,360 
Sponsorships: 

$21"76 

Spedal events: 
$126,46S 

Expenses FY2009: $153,957 
Other. :-l 

$14,988 ~ 

5.1laoo: i 
$12,992 

Proqrams: 
S6S,864 

Mission: To provide eduation, advocacy 
and support pr09ams for people v,1th 
bleeding and dOlling disorders and to 
drive innovations that lead to a h1!tter 
qua lity of life for our consul11€rs. 

Executive sUff: Rob Alexander. executive 
director 

Board members: Jim Wassermom, presi­
dent; Geoff Me~. vice president. cb.lpter 
affairs; Jeff Stewart, vice president, 
consumer affairs; Jon Granson. tTeasW'er; 
Anish Mistry. seaetary; Andrew Sojka; 
Bridget Gran~r; Jeannine Hamilton; 
Chris Hannm; Rick Sites; and CoyWhfte 

P~id stdf: 2 
Volunteers: 125 
Ann~1 fundr~iSfrs: Spring Concert, 

April, and Hemophrlia Walk. Octoh1!r 
N~tional ~nintlon : National Hemo­

phRia Foundation 
Quick facts: 

• In the 19805. 70 percent ofhernophili­
acs in the US. <onlJacted HIV and 100 
percent {ontra<led hepatitis from the 
FDA-approved medication upon which 
they wae dependent These events are 
chronided in a docwnentary called Bod 
Blood. which is set to release this year. 

CORPORATE CARING 

Editor: Katy 1~~ltcrs I kWlIters@bizjllumilkco/1l I 614·220-5468 

Group elnerging to help people with blood disorders 
THE CENTRAL OHIO chapter of the Notional Hemophilia Foundolion is on a mis~on to make itseff known_ 

IV MElISSA KOSSlER OUlTON 
IFORBUS (SIRRS! 

W:
len Jack lIeming­

way helped his friend 
Ilrepare for a medical 

port to treat his blood disease. 
the 8-year-old also improved 
hl~ ,)\\'11 self-confidence. 

The youngster is find ing nll­
merous learning opportunities 
thl'Ough his !iunily's involve­
men! wilh the Centr-JI Ohio 
chapter of the :'\ational He­
mophiUa Foundation. The or­
g3ni7~'ltion offers StlPPOI·t and 
in formation to people with he­
mophilia. an inherited disorder 
In which one of th" proteins 
needed to form blood dots is 
missing or reduced. The disease 
can call_e excessive hleeding. 
eXCeSsive bl'Uising and eas) 
bleeding. 

Jack's a.s()ciation wi th the 
foundarion is "a benefit for him 
and something he enjoys; said 
his mother, Awny Hemingway, 
ofGalcna 

She also is gaining sornl~ 
thing from tbe organization 
through her participation in its 
future le(lders program. a se­
ries of workshops designed to 
empower those affected by the 
disc~<;e. 

'lhe local chapter of the orga · 
nization has recently stm1:ed an 
aggressh'c plan to increase its 
ofli:rings and promc. said EXl'C­
utive Director Rob Alexander. 

Local hU5inessrnau Jim Was­
senltrom. who has hemophilia. 
has spearheaded the effort. 

"It wa< pretty ob,-ious that 
our chapter had a lot of poten­
t ial to grow. but it really took a 
seasoned business I<!ader ilL:" 
Jim to step in and start purring 
things into motion; Alexander 
said. "It is undeniahle that the 
Sllccess wc'w enjoyed in the 
last two years wouldn't haw 
occurred without his in\"Dlve­
mcnt" 

Wasscrstrom. president and 
CEO of Ad,'ance Sign G,·oup. 
offered the group office space 
at his Grandview lleights-a,·ca 
company headquarters and 
push(...:\ fur tlH~ group to llire an 
executive d irector. Previousl); 
the volunteer group had put 
much of its enerf,'Y toward sup-

fA'.lt·At'.J..tl:'ltt~l' IU\Itt:\1 

Jim WHSfrstrom, left, WiS (ompelltd to ~ISf the profile oftllt Centrll Ohio mapter oUhe btlo~1 HemopbilY foun­
ution because he has the blood disorder. The CIO of Adv~n<t Sign Group m~dt space in his Gr~ndview Hti9hts-are~ 
(ompany's offices for the nonprofit and pushtd for the hiring of (xf(utlvt DirKtor Rob A1a~nder, right. 

porting its members_ 
"( realized thl! current strue­

tw'C c01.I Id not contain itselr, 
he said. "Wc\'c got to creMe 
awarcne ... _. People have n(1 idea 
whatweare~ 

For more than 30 years prior 
to 2009, the chapter was a vol­
unteer group wilh no ornee. a 
budget of less than S40.000. and 
limited progr.tm.s for people 
with bleeding diooc,I"",. 

Since Wasserstrom got in­
\'olvcd, annual revenue has 
mot·" tlwn qllsdrllplf!d and the 
organi7Jltioll has worked to add 
members to its board, dC\'e1op 
a more business-Ilke modd 
for ope,.~t i ons and incI'cllse ils 
fundraising efforts. lhe organi­
zation a lso has formally aligned 

HEMOPHlUA WAlK 

When: 9 a.m. Sunday. Oct 24 
Where: Ohio State University fIsher 

Collei)e of Business courtyard, 2100 
Net1 AWl .• Columbus 43210 

Activities: 5k and l-mlle routes 
Cost: free, donations welcome 

itself with the two hemophilia 
treatment Ct'nters in the area. 

-W,,'re nol playing busine s. 
Wc're conducting business; 
\\'usscrstrum said. 

Theehaptcrstarted aprogl"'.tm 
to c"eate leaders from within 
its membership. Alexander and 
\\'asscrstrom approached some 
members and their friends and 
families about learning skills to 
hel p advocate ~nd fundraise for 
the organizalion. 

"We asked them what kind of 
legaL'Y thei!· family \\1L~ guing to 
le,we; Alexander said_ · There 
arc all kinds of ways to r-disc 
fimds . We want to gd them 
thinking about ways to make it 
personal~ 

HemIngway has enjoYlod 

Web: hemoph,ha.org/wa!k 
VoIuntHrs: Volunteers are needed. 

Please conta<t Rob Alexander at 
614-429-2120 or ralexander~ 
hemopililia.org_ 

learning more ways to support 
her SOil. 

"Ifs definitely an opportunity 
I would not hal'e paSS(. ... I. liP; 
she said. 

The organization also contin­
ues to recntit business Il'aders 
to help with its mission. 

"Wc·re trying to ramp up; Al­
exander s(lid. "In a lot of ways. 
we're st ill a young organization. 
We're t,·}ing to bring in people 
wilh new skill sets. We hu"e u 
great need for some 8a\'\1- busi­
nesspcnple to com" on board 
and take us to the nc!(t le\-el; 

'lhe !,f'COUp continues to offer 
support and information to its 
members. Alexandc,· has been 
tr}ing to organize retreats lhat 
unite members who are in the 
same age nl.nge so th~y can dis­
cuss health concerns. insurance 
issues and coping mechanisms. 

"A lot of these families have 
never met (other fami lies deal­
ing with) the disorder: he said. 
"(ti; a really powerful thing~ 

MELISSA KOSSlER DUTTON 
is a freelance writer. 
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